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next after proclamation made of this act go rest and
abide in his hundred where he last dwelled, or there
where he is best known or born, there to remain or
abide, without begging out of the said hundred." The
act 19 Hen. VII, c. 12 (1503-4) is rather less vague.
It ordains "that all manner of beggars not able to
work within six weeks next after proclamation made
by this act go rest and abide in his city, town, or
hundred where they were born, or else to the place
where they last made their abode the space of three
years, there to remain or abide, without begging out
of the said city, town, hundred, or place." It also
enacts that valiant vagabonds, after being punished,
are to go "into such city, town, place, or hundred
where they were born, or else to the place where they
last made their abode by the space of three years, and
that as hastily as they conveniently may, and there
to remain and abide." Lastly, in 1530-1 the act
22 Hen. VIII., c. 12, provided that every impotent
beggar should have a license given him by the
justices, and should not go outside the limits they
assigned to him, and that every able-bodied vagrant
should be sent back " to the place where he was born
or where he last dwelt ... by the space of three
years, and there put himself to labour like as a true
man ought to do."

Provisions like these necessarily led to further
provisions for securing that the impotent should be
maintained, and the able-bodied set to work, in the
places assigned to them; and so in 1535-6 we find
Parliament awaking to a recognition of the fact that
it was not explained " how and in what wise the said
poor people and sturdy vagabonds should be ordered